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Autobiography* compiled during hia atay 
in Stockholm, Jhno 1945* 

The sudden change from tho high tension of ay loot rocks in Germany 
to tho calm and peace of ray proa ant abode oomuela uxc to urito an account of 
the events of these last rooks# A full caviprohons ion of -hat I had to 
U$ro through \.ill not bo possible vitb>ut taking into account:** 

1) That thia statement can only be co.-pnred vrith sketches in a diary - 
that is | it * is mainly a collection of chronological jottings from memory — ’ 

and 

2) . That those last rooks rorc but tho manifestation of long-felt a 
prosontiznents and forebodings* 

*r Sinoc - those or o just diary sketches, .1 have .dono ay bust to avoid a 
oomplotc^ f also picture of my oro situation emerging by holding fast to 
ay professional gaining end tho -resulting bas{ 9 for oy political 
convictions. / T'- •' , 

■ .. . jy • * * ' 

The lattor yoara of my studies t.ero dcoiaiboly influenced by 
finanoial ’difficulties at homo and ay ora n need of uioncy. Hy ontitlmont * 
to a state grant I had to provo by passing diligence examinations J *.is8 
(HLeisspruof ungon) • . Than after I had passed the "Rcfcrcndnr" examination . 

on '18.3»33i -the quest icnof a further state grant depended on my belonging 
to the'Barty oiuI Organisation. . That uxxs the first reason uhy I joined * 
tho i Ito1y .and the S3. in Jhnoi9J3- That I thus joined the S3 ros not the 
result .of (ony * political conviction. ; It T®a because the majority ofVray 
student oblleaguds did not join the S.A. , but also wpnt into the S3. .* 

Tho uniform pleased us bettor. . Wo roro looked on unfavourably os . 
Tbdergroduatca end oa lato-coLicrs (people joining in llay and Jtme). * Put f m 
consisted^ of stupid exorcises three times a rock in the evening or late 
aftcxljqcm and mostly thc.ttoic of Sunday. I v*as soon dixploycd at tho .i » 
offiiro/desk^ and thcro hod to produce plans for thu training ii* . 
^oitahaotuaxl ichc Schiiluag* dhiGh, because I ros a lawyer, I based mainly . 
on old Gextianiq law and similar sub jects . Through legal colleagues I 

ras ^ensf erred to -, the Government presidency at Jfrcnkfurt/ifodn as 
^ferenclAr ^ 1 for, training in the odminiafration. There, as roll as the 
.ndatnia’^tiye/^lioa training, I >as £iyen ^Si^to police training. 

'Boca of -bn V ^ 
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1939 I worked on quostion of intcrrjntlo:.ul law, legal questions conoorning 
Sudotenlond, Danzig, Austria and at tho same time I v<as o coupled with . 
mobilizing on entire Reich Adminiatratien, 

r 

At the beginning of 1939 via appointed Chief of Counter-espionage. 
This deportment of the State poiioo, former] from tho old Landespolizei, 
oould only bp occupied by on (jxporionoed lai.yo* , ,aa the punishment lai/s 
wore most qanplioilted',' and legal oimpli:' icati6n ;dnd a contlnuona 
collaboration with'Rciahs Court, - Supri jo Rolchs Court •• -./os neoesaary. 

I was ocoupied irith this until 1941. 

As I had booh token on in 1937 as "Renter ungsassossor" in the 
Ministry of the Interior, I was, as a civil a rvant, promoted to the rank 
of "Obcrregiorungsrat". It is interesting to note that I was paid as a 
Civil Corvont and tho held the S -rank as a purely ho nary title. On 
my promotion to 'Minister ialdirigont n at the and of 1944 Einmler, against 
my express wish, on tho suggestion of Kaltenbrunncr, appointed me Major 
General of the Bailee « I hod occasion to inform Higgler in several 
reports, that I . was not in agreement with my adopting Polioc work as a 
profession, I had not boon trained for it, and I requested ay transfer 
book to the Ministry of the Interior aa "Obcrrcgierungnrat" or 
"Minis tor laid ir igont " . Himmler was unsympathetic to ay continuous 

pressure ; on this quostion* but. one day stated that ho wished to compensate.. 
uo, that he hod appointed me. Major Gencrc.1 of the ¥offOD-S3, that is with 
a definite Armed Sbrces rank; So on 30.1.1945 X wan appointed .Major 
General of .the Toffonr-33 and paid accordingly. 

’ ’•* * 

In 1939 I had attempted to obtain lc -.vo from tho Ministry of tho 
Interior and the 33-Soryice, and to obtain on officer's commission at the 
front, as I wished t.o practice as a lower at tho end .of the wax. • I 
could -not terry out this plan, as Hiaalc c forbad it. He belicVod that 
ho Could oocq>ensatc no by doing mo the favour of sending mo as a liaison 
officer to the GK¥ for 2 months. 



' During this entire time I studied tho results of our foreign policy 
and all questions connected with it. My specialized knowledge gave mo 
new ideas -on the European economic situ* tion, and 1 again pome into* contact V 
with leading German econo .iio experts. Horn working with theso, I realised 
that there wqre problems of eoono iio esj ionage in Germany and its . 
prevention v&iah so far, had not boon solved, and saw above all tho - grecr. 
importanoo of .bcono'iics in the life of the State* This persuaded me more 
end more to oocupy myself with tho question pf the basic principles on 
which German foreign, policy, nd particularly . Gorman foreign cpnneroial 
policy, were to bo carried out. In this one bhing stood out more and 
more dearly: Gormoriiy and many authorativc Gormans were boginning to form 

a completely false i-^pression of tho entire outside/ -ro ’ 

thoy neitiibr had ah instinotivo nor an acquired under stiiading for , / 
foreign coimtrids. /There was no breadth of ‘political exp'erione'e. Thor© ;; 
was po^^ps ^J^^ugh ^.horc . tho Gorman' people . had penetrated; 'but not //r , 
-©teewher.q;t ‘d^en/lii tho nearer Ihrqpcun axous'. ,V. ; , •'*3' 

Tlwso ;1^ughts / mol/ as if by an inner foroc/'to goflbole-hcartedly 

into, t ion /ofj: foralng a 1 Central. Ixiformation offibc for ’foroigo, 1 * / 'v 

countries. 3 There tea no such contrui off j.ce for* thd political "and :/ V* 

politlc^^ponomid sodtiorui^ih..teraany.' ?//liio dil'itaiy • / /. : ' / ^ 

scOTic'o;/^,:iiMro^^ natters , ' In 19^1 I' was,. at Isurt-- 

able tofcLpvqte iay '.hole attentten to' this question axxd rl/wrlroct. on ‘ * 
until the erid of tho war, although in 1944 the' military tectibn' was • ' ir - 
given to me as well. ' 

“ The rosults. of this work confirmed mu in my convictions, ciuV I 
•rocognisod more arid more clearly the mlstalcos and faults of tho Regime, • 
which I hod soon : earlier on. ^pertfiron rjony loool defects of 
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incompetent officials tho crux of the matter '.sir. the abseneo of the 
principle of selection, tho fact- that ab '.lity vus no criterion and that 
important positions vero given to' stupid r.r unworthy non. If there was 
anything approaching selection, of the ir ividual, it tos to be found araoung 
the good elements of tho SS.* In Hinral r I nl-.v a cum, much discussed, 
but about \ioso ullc'cd brutality I tos 1 . ’ver able to decide completely. 

I never got to the bottom of that matter during all those yu?xs. 

Perhaps my work to. s too difficult, .for it held ao prisoner and diverted mo 
from other problems. Ho was- the only era I could seo in tho whole corrupt 
Government "set-up", who could with any -.uoccos have 3tood as a factor for 
ordor against the many "Tin-gods-" (Phept i •■») . Irgc end small, of the Begins 

My conviction w*. s, thr.t if I could convey generally to' the organisation 
and its head a knowledge of the formative political forces of tho world, 

■that is a knowledge of foreign countries, there was a chance to protect 
Germany from the yawning abyss, wihlah I had seen coming since the end of 

1940 onwards. 

Tho task itself had two main objectives 

Hirst to put tho task os such into ef fect, at the some tine to use 
the results- to provido Germany with on antidote to the obstructive SUohrer — 
Ribbon trpp policy. Tho Re ichsfuohrcr to-- the only real counter that one 

could use at all for this purpose. It tos up to me to -merle to this end and 
to inform him as completely as possible or the true disposition and 
distribution of world potential and I cons idered iiiu to be sensible, and 
clover enough to be t-t&c still to roach a compro rise ’. ith tho. outside 
world. ... 

It tos along and tiring road that I . h.-d to travel, a road presumably 
predestined, and in the end without result. It. was not lack of will and 
industry, but stupidity, vanity and brut- lity on the one hand (ay onooios 
inside the : ESHA.) and the indecision of th- Reicliofuchrcr himself on the 
othor, which ruined all these plans. JJhis refers to the practical 
application df the rosult3, i.e. the formation of a sensible and progr«r.*.i»c 
foreign policy. The main task itself., with its manifold difficulties, 
was obstructed by tho very nature of the Germs*, character. Hither,. 

. bcoause it was not understood, or worse still, btioaust it was bcliovcd 
unnecessary - thus Ribbentrop. 

The Riohrcr would have nothing to do -with me and ny work. The only 
person who more-' or iosa understood ao to s Higgler, although he too, with ; 
his National-Sooialict prejudices and police-van's r ..ny of looking at . 
political events, mode t ings difficult for no. • With him, in the course of 
time, thingn took a turn for, tho. better and ho gradually bpgah to undex^- 
etand-me .jbe.ttcr. Ifofortunatcly ihc results were nevor suoh as were 
absolutely necessary, since hia hesitancy always spoilt everything.; ’ 

Ibr me personally it tos of ton a struggle, in which I had to play Don 
' Quirotc, vAjild "Ecsincntc" was the waalc humanity, and ihe VindEiill . 
Sails" were the above mentioned prejudices of the Regime and the German "'V.1 | ( 

eharaotcr itself.* That I did not give tnp this struggle , ono must 
understand', tos because I love qy country, and \.a3 determined .to ‘guide 
thing into the right path. I believod that the easiest way; to achieve my . ; 

plan, was through tho only nan • who was capable of offsetting .Hitlor.' ic!. : 

Already in 1940 I counselled peont. with Erance, in 192».1 • I warned ‘ . . f 
against, a \/ar. on two- fronts end s~w the danger , throatov.ing iii' Russia.' , _ ; 

At the end of 192,2 and the beginning of 1943 ay report on Russia lead to .. • 
Hitler, end later Himmler, wanting the instigation of Obergritppenfuchror 
la'. Kaltcnbrunner -to inoriaon mo and my as3ociatoo in a. concentration emsp 
for defeatism. • In 19A3 I managed to save Switzerland from being- invaded by 
Germair/, thanks to ay adept dealing with :!enofal Guioan. In the seme 
yeer I attet^pted througli von Papon in Turkey and ocvoral Turkish contacts. 
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to 3olvo the' Ukrainian and Crimean- Tatar qucotiono; via Spain Portugal 
and Sweden I had oontact with individual personalities in England arid 
iimorioa and triod even at this tine to pera.tadc Himlor to oo.iprodise. 

Tho position in Rumania and Bulgaria and tho turn of ovonts thore 
•were so devastating for me that, in view of the inconrpr aliens ib lo 
stubbornesa of Hibbcntrop, Hitler and all the p thqra who had to do with thoso 
questions , I thought seriously of giving up jy efforts. 

* 

ALL tho same I worked on, for as I said at tho beginning of 1944 in a 
conversation with Gottfried von Biaaark: "One must do everything to try t, 

using the fbrongeot . icn of the Opposition (innerer Opposition) to prevent 
the cooing chaos while there is still tine". 

Gottfried von liiaaorok, whose life 1 had an opportunity of saving at 
the bog inning of 194. r = oy interceding with Hinulor, was ostensibly conoerned 
in tho 20th July. The accusation demanded the death penalty. Himnlor 
Wished at first to enforce it. I managed to persuade lain not to, by using 
tho argument of ray Swedish friends, with *. uoa von Bismarck had good connections: 
"Thlo death of the living descendant of 12 - groat Bismarck will have as bad 
un effect in England against Germany as .ho "V"-wca\'ons". Himmler was 
very impressed with the importance that ' as placed abroad on von Biauorok, 
and obviously discussed the natter thoroughly '..’ith Hitler. Von Bismarck 
was, aa I know from Paltoribrumior, unexpectedly acquitted. My talks 
vith Himmler resulted not only in his bping not transferred to another 
prison, but in boirg merely confined to hi 3 cetato. I also gave advice 
on this oat ter to tho Bismarck family vie a Swedish connection. I do not 
wish to mention ray role in tho 20th July attempt hi these diary akotohos. 

One , thing I did achieve in the course of this year and that was to gfro. 
taysolf vuoh a position \.dth Hinalor, that I could always be sure that. 1 
pysclf and qy work would always bo judged by "non-party political" 
standards. Mded to whiah Himmler had a personal liking for mo. This 
was first evident in. 1940 when jin spite of great obstacles he allowed ay • 
marriage to my vifo, who was of pure Iblish descent on her ilother's side. 

In all, tho hitler "standard.", cost daily battles, each dry brought now 
difficulticu, but I had tho advantage of being able to work in Germany 
itself an a broader "national" basis. The result of this -.ms, that 
I camo up against tho State police arid the Scour ity Bolicc more end more, 
as under the cloak of ny foroign activities I silently protcoted many 
"Uhtrustworthiea " ( Unauver laos s iger ) and co-callcd "shady* individuals " 

(Schracger Voogol) - in themselves good Gomans, who know my honest msh 
and who helped me in crpito of all -political difficulties. 

The more critical, tho whole military and political situation, the more 
difficult was: my own personal situation. Slanders , sorious insinuations _ , 

and the resulting surveillanoc made this* lift; of uncertainly often unbearalio. . 
My only protection, bf'pcrbon or position, who the increasing trust I ' 
found in Himmler's eyes , •.iiiich proved so T'owrr ful a3 to prevail against ’ , v . _ 

the strong attacks of Bormnnri or Kaltaribr airier . . \ The', latter 'ariiipuiioqd ’ 

about yoars ago^ that he had sufficioril- proof in his possession to prove ..i 

.that .';I : ^ worked' f^' H^TSccr r ' ’Etory.±q’<o ^ ^ 
immediate be • taken gainst ao," as X had trlcen }Trfe. end / 

ehildr on ^ to . loko • Constance end that they -tore on; the' point of. flcbiiig . y'y. . : . ; 
to Switzerland'. ! " 

Hiis gives a small 'idea of. the atmo^-.Jicrc Tncn at' tho bbgihniiig . 
of Pebruory tnc report carao f rod Envoy Tlirtusoh, &bookooln, that Cpunt 
Bernadotto was; intoiiding to cone to Berlin to talk to Eiiaolor. . Thp 
personal rcprc sentat ivo of Ribbentrop, Geho-iarat Vagner, camo to ho 
tilico on behalf of his Hinistor on the day the report arrived, to' aslc mo, 
if I, with my personal contacts in Sweden was behind tliis plan. 
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A. 

Ribbontrop and Kaltcnbrunnor auv in no tho motivating, and thcroforo 
rcaponsiblo force behind the pardoning and freeing of the so-oallod seven 
Warsaw Swedes, and both attempted to imko oat mostly through tho Swedish 
R:e3s, that my aotivo participation was a sign of poll tioal stupidity in 
Sweden. • She BUchrcr was encouraged in hi3 .antipathy towards Sweden by 
ovoryone, and above oil by the reports on the training of Norwegian ijolioo 
in Sweden which were shown to' hii. 

Tho freeing of tho seven Warsaw Swedes lasted in all over a poriod of 
alnost 3 years , I *..t>rkod out this case in detail in closost contact 
with -Herr Kara ton, Gonoraldiroktor Moeller and Brandin. It was than 
posslblo after much effort and doiestia quarrelling, to have them first 
pardoned, than, in tine evacuated from Berlin and given bettor.’ 
aooonodciion and food, and finally to have then freed. 

Bow ouch effort and trouble, and I oust add personal danger I thus 
dircotly involved mjfeclf in :tust be kept for a non; dotailed account. It 
should not rcaain unrontioned that here too a lucky chance gave mo decisive 
help. .. In the s.'me Chips •* Students Corps - (Gtudontonveroinigung) of 
which I was an active uasubor - was Beiohe.iuotigainistor Er. Thiorack. 

Qtallko mysolf , he hod '.withdrawn fron tho jorps for party political reasons. • 

In -’spite of, or perhaps because of this, he *.rcis slightly enbarasSod with, 
mo, as I believe in his ingoat self ho still clung to the student corps • 
tradition. This fact ’..as of inestimable value in .ay personal disoussiono 
with him on tho question of their evacuation and accomodation and tho 
presentation of my oaso to Ribbontrop and liitlor, booauso had bo used all 
his moons to work against me, it would hr. n been almost impossible for 
Himmler, with tho existing difficulties v : s a vis Ribbontrop end 
Kaltcnbrunnor, and also the adverse attitude of Hitler, to bring tills natter 
to a successful oonolusion. It is i_r>ortant to achtiou at this point the 
motivo for tho dooisivc, final step Hiimlor took with Hitler . ill my 
attaapts -to exert influence in tho matter so far had only prepared the 
ground, 1 now submitted a report to tho effect that as well as commerce 
having- boon suspended between Gornnny and Sweden, I felt convinced frcxl 
ay secret service information, that Sweden was playing: with the idea of ■' 
entering the war against Germany at tho end. 1 favourable treatment of the . 
oaso oust have a -favourable effect on Swedish circles interested in Germany, 

IJiat is, ensuring tho non- entry of Sweden into the war. That was Hitmler 1 a 
true aotivo, without which the humanitarian step could scarcely have boon 
token. - •• 

At the same tino I should like to . mention, that I do not wish hero to 
make any explanation of the individual actions, which I Byself have carried 
out, either in connection with the freeing and pardoning of the sovoh 
'< ’Rbrsaw Suedds, or tho Norwegian students, or- the indivi dua l cases which 
j-. ware transmitted to .ho-, on Swedish roocmcnd rtiou - teLtatBBRGr, BRANDIN', 
jasRsiraH^oto* r ... ‘ ' • • ■ • . •' 

I .oxplaihod to Ctehoiarat .EASIER with- vrutk,’ that, I know nothing of , ■ . 

the. ’proposed -journey of Count BBHH«DOTTB, I informed 'KiUVTiNBRUNNER • 

and-HIbMLHfi cf:.cy tidk.’ HEHLER found tho occurence- very- inter os ting,^ V - .'--S'- 

j ''})■ but was all . the . sdao . sonewhet jangiy' that- it. had occur cd via- the. I^t^tion - 4; f - • • f • j 
: and' therefore • through 1 tho Ibreign. Office, as ho was thcreby'f orcod^ tortrOet ) •' v • . 

•V- kALTENBRCNNER, at- the tiho HIHULKR hinbolf was ocp3£ifflding Heercas.i'dppe; : • -!f ; \ 

r e BHEGEJEL and was .with his Staff ih.PR3f22*.’/ f to toke d. suitable: ^ ■ r.- 

■v ojppprtu^t^bf -talking to HI'ILER and to bx mg his-, attitudo-'into. a .morb''”: -y -.f ' \ 
f ; .s^Stole I. admit : tto.t I protended ‘.that ihb;visit - of ' 

(^xmt -BEHHAEOT^ .politixally somoTiiat more intercs-Bihg than^li oealf obsed; .' 

to inysolf j in order" ito ke'dp inside wn'tcb on ^those politiooi evohts in* ’: 
tKc interests of HBmLSR itooae attention was diverted by military claims. \ 
KAITENBHQNNRR, -who at this time W03 present evrny nidday: at a long ;.v . 
disoussion of tho military situation at the- (Bwncolieiy and oftch following - 




• - 6 - 



this was cloaetod alone with tho EUchrer, probably in order not to rooeive 
a refusal personally, requested Gruppenfuohror gEGKLKIN to ask HITLER. 
ETXJI3TJS3N announced the next day HETLSR's refusal and explained this 'with 
HITLER's words : "One con do .nothing in • is war with such silly fools." • 



In the meantime Count Borandotto ha.: however already arrived in Berlin* 
I thereupon spoke .personally to Hiiialer by trlbphono and begged him 
earnestly not to flifere&ard this gesture of Sweden’, ilr. nuat receive tho 
Count. I emphasized at the s;'jig time , that I oould veil imr.gino that 
apart from all technical questions, ocr J inly one or onotiior aswcot oould ‘ 
prove politically .interes ting. /if ter t fih humming and ha-ing he agreed to 

thc^ following alternative proponed: Ka. .tonbrunnor should speak' to ’ • 
Ribb entrap, at the seme tint* I should talk to itibbantrop's personal 
reproaent.-. tivo , Geheiuat Vagner,, both with the object, that Ribbon tr op 
s h ould roooive Count Bcmr.uot be 'Without Hitler's knowing of it in advance, ' 
find without saontioniig the refusal that Hitler lied already given to tho 
visit. If Ribbon trop agreed, to receive him, then Ealtcnbrunner and I 
oould r.oeivo tho . Count afterwords, thus Himlor would have gained tine, 
and t .us one. oould s > -c how the natter would work itsolf out further. 



The actual court :e taken by this first visit wnu that Count Bernadette, 
who got in touch with me froa the Swedish Legation, was "bidden first to 
Ealtohbrunner and myself, end then; in th** suae morning v.wnt straight from 
us to Ribbentrop. 

\ * 



At thin first discussion, at \diieh I hopt myself very uuch in tho back- 
ground, I felt immcclia fc’uly in sympathy with the CX>unt and vis ablo on 
too decisive points to guide the disc unci- a along the linos which the 
Count vented it to taka, I gave the Count to understand my honest opinion 
regaining Sweden and it './os dooisivo for yr.ulf and my plan, namely 'under 
all oiroaastenecs to bring Count Bernadoti's to Himuler , that' tho Count 
intimated to Kaltonbruram tvfc tho end of ' 'sdi-souasion, that he wished to 
be allowed to speak to Himmler himself , i 3 he had soaothing to say to him 
alone. X personally ansr in Count Borno-lottc 1 a visit a possibility of 
putting into effect my original idea of getting Germany out of the war, and. 
regarded this connection with Sweden, from t^is standpoint, as a 
particularly happy ono, since politically Sweden must bo particularly 
interested in the poaon of the Nort ern area. In requesting this tho 
Count brought his lino of interests into larrainy with ray original endeavours 
to support Denmark and Norway. These i- tcrosts if rightly used by Ceruany, 
would prove a profitable partnership for huth Sweden and .Germany,’ if 
Sweden noted as inters? .diary for a caaprooiso peace . Thcro was also the 
humanitarian side which had always movod me 'deeply, and about vhioh I folt 
something absolutely had to bo done. In order t> oircunrvont Hitler's 
negative attitude, I had to take a chance and try to get' the slo:*- - 
thinking Koltcobruimur over to mysidedespito o.ll;hiapcraonal 
antagonism 'towards no and to counter Himulei ' ' e equally:; negative attitude; 

V'^oH vna due: to his occupation with' the military situation. •••'•'_ 
Tanycdiaialy. Count Bornadotte had loft the hous*. , I. took the following 
. -steps:: ; I : praised -Kalteribrunner : for the spluidM way ^ vvliieh. he had . ' *. 

' • .conducted the: discussion with ^unt; Bornadotte’, for tlio subtlety with • 1 f 



wxiion ac had clover iy adapted li1. : u>cil vO CULL UlC, WUUUU 7 O ^Uww wJ 
hb~ ho had. really , given .a good example of- Austrihji ball-room '■ S' ■ v ’ • 
i diplomacy. I took , this opportunity to tall him what I^^jcd long winhdd 

to Say to him , ; jand -Jhat I intended to say to ''3inail6r , TOitni,. I next talkod; * 
to, him, that in this critical' situation Ribbentrop nuat tfo Sreinoved - 

Kaitonbrunhor made Ebroign Hihistor . KalcoibruraiBur sallowed the bh^^ 
so' greedily .that I tJiought he. would take J^iritj and rod au well. in. the 
telephone conycrsution whioh followed he the most erdent of 
ohampions of the necessity of a Mcctingr’oovween Count Bornadotte’ and 
Himmler despite the EUchrer’s having fcjrt.'.ddcn it. • Hiianlcr declared 
himself ready to meet Bornadotte, but Kal>cubrunncr ~.ic . a excluded f rou. the 
mooting itself, Vdiich so embittered and tv'< to speak soborod bia , that’ in 
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a short time we wore onco more at dagge-x drawn. The mooting between the 
Count and Hfonlcr took place two days 1; tor at Hohenlychon. 

Cto tho joumoy there I spoke openly to the Count of how I personally 
viewed the politico! situation. .'\nd in particular of tay attitude towards 
S/odcn, i/o were soon on snoh good toms that I '/as oven able to give 
Count Bcrna&otte cornu tips about the acting iutcrvic'./, in regard to the 
idiosynorocioc and peculiarities of Hiimlcr . I knov that tho Count's 
original plan to trice the Deniah and Norwegian prisoners for the- duration of 
tho war to Sweden and to intern then there, r-ouJ.d not suooec<i and advised Mm 
to start vrith the co-ipromiso suggestion of a control camp for tho prisoners 
in northwest Germany. HLnlcr, with whom I had an opportunity of 
spooking imod lately <tftor. hi3 discussion with the Count, was very favourably 
impressed by their, conversation* He re-: tested axe to keep, in close contaat 
with the Count, end to keep on oyo on the actual oxccution of tho schemo 
which,' as .ho hiouoli' knew', would ncot wltu difficulties from’ 

Kcd. tonbruanor and Mueller und, in oono oi.oirjstaanos, also. from Mbbontrop, 
and to holp Then I :ould. I was to inform tha Itoioha Foreign Minister 
immediately of tho essential content of the' discussion and to aquaint him 
with the decisions roaohed, so that Ribbcntrop could give .tho official work-, 
ing on the matter. to the County and oo co'or Hijmler with Hitler, 

. i next informed Kaltcnbrunnor of tJ . positive results of the 
conversation,' and he immediately bogan t reproach au- for influencing 
Hirnlcr far too ntrosgly in favour of Ce nt Boimdottc and tho fulf illme nt 
of his vis’rvc*. Ho immediately drew Gru l .- i 'onfi’.ohrcr tiicllor into the 
discussion, .who on several points brought up tho supposedly insuperable 
difficulties on tailed . in tho practical carrying out of the natter, end 
' finally apnouncod his opinion: "This cnt-.ro a/.ttcr is utopian ^ because 

I am not,’ in a. position to provide lorric. :uad petrol to drivo those widely 
scattered Danish and. Norwegian' prisoners .about. Nothing con bo done . 
regarding ccnp Nouongaaae as the coop is completely, overcrowded. It 
is always .the. same when so-called . politicians spin thoir tales to Himmler. 

I repudiated tho objection regarding the lorricn and petrol, ojsplaining 
that .Sweden could provido these. Owing to the swiftness of ny suggestion 
Mueller 'agreed,, without fully considering the iu jlications. I stated 
further,, that the Rcioha Ebrcign Minister, who alao wished to rocoivo 
Count. Bernadette, should be informed of - thin polPt, so that Ribbontrop. 
could, ao to speak-, put. it to the Count C 3 a German suggestion to. help in ; 
putting. the plan through. I also telephoned immediately to Standartenr* 

* fuehrer Dr. Brandt, so that Hlauler should know, of tlxc .extension of the 
. plan . . Cm . the next dry Mueller again, began to remonstrate .with 

Kcltonbrunncr about the idea, saying tliat the Gemoxis, and. above all the 
; oountldas columns of refugees could not be expected to have -to watch 
Swedish Bed Cross omnibuses driving post then T/ith pri3oners,. Tho -, 
situation. oncc again grow critical, and the wLoli. p-L'ji '..■as ondangcrcd, . since . 
Eifisalqr considered thia objection very important. •• I removed it by V' .. - 
suggesting Jlhat tho. transports should only be eljuoT/ed to travel by night .- 
■ and deolarod.oyaelf ready to provide the personnel to ensure tho ob s o-rvanoo .> 
'of /this agreed^ Wjr- own department. . \ 

: i.J: ,llxiardntfoduction..of porsonnel loyal to he dircctiy^.ijxflu^ . <. .; i v . 

v fate of for tho feet of -thoir working in., the nmnV cnmps.-^froii'TAiich- ■ ; 

tho Swedish Rod Cros3 was- transporting Duxish, Norwegian , EOliah-and y 
prisoners , introduced so much- uncertainty in the . issuing of . / 
ordcray .that -ithe; cocp c oaaandant a whax pr.c33od by v thcm, W 9 ro pravont.cd . 

; vfipo carrying out the fortU^rs : 

^^r^fprjSHTAiich, m ,it;-tuxned out, were issued. by l^tenbrmxne^ and o.ther. . 
^o^ihhb^'i^is^ich T/erc^dof initoly. npt\ordi:rs of.^tho Reiphs 
-fnajirer ^tedf^pioh. .. -A The . problem, of- ovorc pwding • inbFehengaaae catip,- or 
gottinc t-h* ■ ■t^ no^ rtVi'hhrnugh, of the S\:v4iah Red. Croas'a right to 
visit the obmps; of issuing visas to imliv idua ls to vixoso exit journey 
ffimler ’had agreed dn-. also to collective transport;, all called for a 
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considerable oaount of tact and vrork to overcome the refractoriness and 
offensivoncss of the unwilling police ofiiciala. Thcau things ’.Till bo 
reportod separately tin the appendix. (Py ny partner 'GooringJ ) • 

It may suffice at this point, if I refer ip ay, so to speak, boat 
witness in this whole matter, Count Bemudotte hiasolf . He knows her/.* 
ouch resistance,, almost chicanery, it coot to solve the humanitarian 
question!*, involved i:'a& thus tu free Ger -ny and ^porlmps - , thereby Europe 
from this van’, 

•>-£ that tiie, too, I had a serious onvcr.ort.ion frith Hiaaler - as I had. 
so often. It was after a military oonf aroncs of hia Genu rain at dnay 
Group Vistula that I put to hia the approaching brucie*»up of thd* Keioh sis 
an almost inevitable event, and I haplore’1 hia at least to use tho hand of 
Sweden, by acting on his own, to convoy :ho Go man wrock into the harbour 
of peace, before it aapsised. I sugge^. ':ed to him he V.ight ask Count 
Bomadotto to fly to General Eisenhov.tr •;o oonvoy an offer of capitulation 
• froa Hiaaler. iiftcr a very excited discussion, in v/hich I also made it 
clear to fUociler, that I considered his place to be in Berlin and not as 
the C. in 0. of on ..ray Group, to which Hitler 5 n entourage had appointed 
him fev the second timo in order to keep him a i«ajr from Hitler. I iar.de btm 
the definite suggestion, that ho should return a3 quickly as possible to 
Berlin,' and there set about making preparations for a peace on his own, 
with or vithout the U3e of violenoc. Himmler gave in to ray insistence 
and gave ao that night the fullest powers to talk to tho Count. Tho next 
day he rang ae up and began to take back everything, obviously being 
influenced by the "Ecssc" action in Stockholm, and merely permitted me. 
to keep in good touc?i with the Count und : ;o get him, circuu3tonoos 
^permitting, to fly' to General Eisenhower in his own iriitative. Erom 
then oh. It ’..as the beginning of March, there began a daily oxchango of ' 
telephone conversations between Himmler and mysolf. Neither 
Koltqnbrunncr nor Edanlor's entourage took much notice of this. It 

was -a fight, in which I fought like a Dovil fighting for a soul* 

• » 

• I had gj^fnn Count Bornadottfc a comparatively \/idc insight into this 
silent quarrel. ter ‘long discussions *..tc agreed, that as soon as 
Hiaaler finally brought hinself to act, ; should t 7.ct into touch vith 
bin imediately. iron then it voa ay retention to fly vith bin nyeelf to 
General Ei^nhowor* Uhfortunatcly I van unable to bring Hiaaler to 
made & decisive novo* My arrangenents rdth Count Pomadotte '.rent so far, - 
that were tho Reich area to bo split, as ..ns possible, end Hiaaler , 
circumstances permitting, to fly to the South *..*ith no, I should still bo 
able to get- to the Count via the Swedish 7 jogat ion in Switzerland, 

Count Bernadette vent twice lore t t ;?i no to 1/iualer# . Once it vas 
exclusively on STrcdiah Red Cross busino^-v Tho lost visit v.dll bo dealt' 
with lator. It is of interest to remember tint during the second 
visit there wa 3 a long. discussion oh the King of Belgium and his fauily and' 
his place of residence, and tliat at the urgent request of ^the (3ount . on - 
4/5 I again breight up tin? matter,. Y/ith' the insult that Kaltenbrxinnar' in 
tho Southern area was ordered to take King Leopold v.ithout delay to tho 
Swiss frontier and ho^d him over to the Swiss ' authorities* 7 * ^ l^tenbrunncr . 

appearednot to ccPply r.ith this order, that is, I could not then check - 
up on tne outcome, because I vjos constantly shift irigiouti - 

/amongst other things about his conversation vrLth^ the ^ Roioha Ibroign - 
Minister Ribbentrop the Count told ae >tbat he had 'seldom been able to 
get a ,TOfd in % Ribbontrop had stated his opinion of the political situation 
and said -that, if the Western Powers were to have no consideration for her, • 
Gorarny vaduIu just bccoae bolshevistic. IRibbcntrop had 'Qinongst pother 
thing3, a:.de the interesting statement that he, Ribbontrop, had started 
to try to get into conversation v/ith tho Testerh Pov.-urs thi’ough his own 
private channels in Stockholm. That he should oay tliis to. hin scoaed 
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■very gtjungo to tho Count. I oust have soundud , in uy opinion, like an 
insult, o specially as it afterwards cemo out, that it -..as a question of 
tho "Hosse " aoticru. 



It \ 7 ill give a particularly good piuiuu.o of tho fifjht I had been making 
. 'fbr tho last yeers and weeks, it I attempt to 3k'.tch the efforts I made 
despite all previous vain attempts to br:i 15 ' about some solution of the 
Jewish question in Germany’- that is to rave, uoto speak, at the last 
minute those Jcvs utill alive in Germany 

1* Already in 1943 I bad both us< d and helped Herr Media inalrat 
Kersten, Hiualcr's personal doctor, in many humanitarian questions. 

V7o hod early discussed the possibilities of aohiuving a humanitarian 
solution of the Jewish question in Germany. His relations with Hinrxler 
wore entirely personal^ x/hich xias most rseful in influencing him to puss 
our humanitarian projects, After he v. u going to Sweden end was only 
temporarily in Germany, 1 did not lot □> personal connection 7 /ith hia be 
broken off, so os’ not to lose this neons of influencing Himmler. . 

2, At the end of October 1944 I arranged a meeting between .Her 
/iltbundospraoa idont Musy end tie son and Hdarxlor . I took Her 
, Altbundcsprnea idont jiusy to see Himmler at Viunrso, wher o ho ’.ms conducting 
’ business in the °outheast. Curing tho journey from Berlin to Vienna via 
Breslau, as on the previous evening, I liud an opportunity to discuss 
thoroughly T/ith hin the principles of tho Juvich question in Germany. 

I. told him that I. had had no. part in the events of tho last few years and 
had no direct influenoo at all. He oould not, therefore, oapoct any 

concrete help from mo, such as their xoleaso from imprisonment, eto\ 

Herr Altbundospraeoident Musy v&a obviously aware -of my attitude to 
tho Jewish question. He fully understood ny position and appreciated 
ny sll:nt efforts to do good in individual cases. :I have been tho 
protector of many Jewish families, of many partial' J ows and of mixed 
douples, ' The Cass el family and Major a.L.Schaidt arc examples . BA know 

uy every imprudence endangered not only my oxn life , .but what wusi more 
important to no, ny \dfe and children. Ho wan astounded to loarn that He 
was better aquainted xdth many things t v .n I, and tho insight J then gave 
him into the structure of the State tad m 2 nini 3 traticn shax/ou him hew 
deliberately the "System” isolated the nr.divid.ual and hia work, the 
realisation of which only bcuaic to one slowly, sinoc the Regime — . . 

System r State and i'nrty wore each playe,". off against t£e other . Hb * 

realised, -too," that, "though I had obviously ivnainod "Trustworthy" as , 
far as the State \.ar. concerned, I had latterly become; "Citrus tVTirthy"' 
in^tho••;pyo 8 .to^•,'^';Bkpcty^hi<)rtfCfhy•.n^• • i.. ... 

It as one can see, my strong! , as sell as ny weakness , .that I 

had never possessed enough poxircr againse Kaltcnbrunnor end his friends. 

.In his first conversation with Einmle;^ Herr .atbundoopracsident 
Musy discussed tho question of a final sottlunont of tho Jewish 
problem and urged -Him ulcr at groat' length ro free at Ic.iit the Jcxxa still, 
imprisoned in .Germany, - The possibility '-'as also discussed, 'that, if . 
suoh a nottlomcht xvxes carried' throiigli, ^r.uany shvulcl rcceivc tractors,; , 
lorries rand'jin cortuin circisastanccs foreign oxchangc, for a definite 
nirnbhr of Jex.n . Himmler had obviously determined on having this ns a , 

•' result of previous rndcrtfvkingr. , of x.’hich I, had no idea - panfrod 
AV/oiss-IConzcrn, the activities of Standartenfuehror Bucher xmith Sali 
Moyer etc. I node no secret of the far. that in uy opinion this was a 
corjplotcly iipossib'.: o attitude of Erxilc’-'s. Horr Altbundosprucoident 
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Musy did not oppose it, so as not to destroy the basis for further 
discussion* Haro, too, I studied Hiraaler, in his tactics he mas as 
changeable as a aha-walcon and one had to U'iseh hin carefully in order to be 
able to get on v/ith hin at ell. .is I ha;’. ..>ruy discussed questions of 
foroign polioy v/ith hin for yc. rs, I had not cor.io up against this before* 

I noticed that even in 1944 he obviously, did not .consider the solution of 
the Jewish question^ as a natter of foreign pqlicy, but mure as a question of 
intomul politics’ in relation to the Party clique on one side and to the 
lUchror on the other. There './as no doubt, or 30 I felt, that he wished 
to free hinsfllf from the chnina of the pt.atf, but he had not tho courage to 
take any docisrTo stop,. . I think that ho -:on3idcrcd tho solution I proposed 
to be* the noral one, but considerations o\ internal politics made* h-tn 
bring up the question, of a quid pro quo, often in an ugly way, I explained 
the internal problcias involved to Herr . tbundcopracsidont Musy, as well as 
I understood then* 

The question of an c.gro>Juont between tho wucrican and Sv/Ibg Govormentc, 
whereby • Sr/itzorlund .»as tobD declared a Transit State. Generally speaking 
this was just a preparatory discussion, although questions of principle 
wore touchod on. Nothing was definitely fixed, as Herr dltbundespracsidenb 
Musy wished first to settle its wider i .plications with tho Jewish 
organisation* On parting, I left Horr ’.ltbundospraesidont Musy in no 
doubt, that I, poraoiviliy, would do ever, thing to see that the solution 
of tho problou was in no cireunstancc3 node uepotidcnt 0:1 rioter ial gain. 

Tho only thing possible to ask for in this connection, would be certain 
political agroonents , Herr . JLtbundo aprae s iduit Musy agreed v/ith ay 
standpoint. 

ffirmler requested uc to maintain contact v/ith. Herr -dtbundo apraesident 
Musy and to assist him v/ith the competent Utate police offices in the 
freeing of individual Jov/s and BVenchmcn which had been agreed to. I 
next got into touch with Grupponfuehrcr Mueller, Chief of the Gestapo, and 
requested ^mission to-be allowed to concern myself personally with these ’ 
prisoners* Muolior refused this, on the grounds that I \.*as not a member of 
tho Gestapo and could not therefore be allo;.r*d insight into internal aervioa 
proooduro. Ho referred oe to tho competent officers in the individual 
state police offices and merely allowed no to get in touch with those. ih 
this way I managed to trace the prisoners und to obtain' for some bettor 
aocomodation and food, the right to roooi> e parcels from abroad,’ and for 
others civilian alotlics, acooaodation in hotels and their despatch 
abroad — Pin ion Thor cl, Bruodur Bottenbcrj: , Shnilio Ibniiobr.un, Runilic 
Rosenberg, Er„ St inn any j Holcnc Stein - Thi3 entailed endless finnicky 
dealings v/ith tlio offices of the Stato P lice. 

During tho* second conversation on 12/1/1945 at '.7ildbad/Sohv/rorzwald 
between Himmler and Herr ,4Ltbundospraosidont Musy the following dooisions 
wore arrived at, thanks to i.iy active intervention: 

1. Every fortnight 1 train with about 120G Jews would leave for •• * 

Switzerland, travel oonditionc, food otc to be os good us possible. 

2* . That- the Jewish organisations, with which Horr y I -'.- ■■■:■> 

iO.tbundc 3 pra.es ident Musy worked, should actively support tho settlement of 
the Jewish problem permitted by Eirriler, with thc- ob jeet of initiating' a 
fundamental oharigo in world anti-Gorman prdpii^anclai 

3* 4t ny suggest ion it was agreed that there should no longer be • 
arty monetary payment mode, but that a definite sura per train" should bo 
transferred to and held in trust by, Horr altbundespraosidcnt Musy, of 
which vc should viator have free use. Himmler started by speaking of using, 
this money for tractors, cars, medical supplies or similar things , but 
let rac persuade him that thia money must be handed ovor to the 
Intornatiiirial Red Cross. 
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Tho despatch of tho first train wenl through at the beginning of 
February and worked splendidly, Herr / ".obundospr.'u-aiciont Kusy produced 
tho publicity that had been agreed upon for eicapplo tho s tateuont by 
President von Btoiger of Berne, and the .few York Tines’ rjrticlo of 8/2 
cto» and also tho proof that 5^000 Stds frcuiou had been deposited with 
him as trustee - en.* of February 1945 ~ 



On this lost point I informed Bsrr dlfclLvide-spraesidont iiuoy both at 
tho end of February .-aid again in the piddle of osier eh that it had been 
dooidod on Hiaaler ’s ‘authority that thi . sun and those to coat at the end 
of the undertaking simuld be given to t Xat.rnr.tional l<ed Cross. 

I also inforocit Hcvr Korsten. of this dooiai-.-n, vhooe help I had 
enlisted in influencing Hiu.ilor towards a solution of tho Juvaah problea, 
•when he ms thorc in lEnrch. Unfortunately Kaltoribrunnor got Hitler to 
stop any further transport of trains to Switzerland* Hitler forbad 
any Ggrqon, under threat of death, to holp not only one Jew pore, but 
interestingly enough also any imer lean or iiriglish, P.0 »\. r . « to cross tho 
frontier. Bach- attempt ms to bo reported to him personally. 

Hitler was shown a dc-oyphered report frou a do Gaulle agoncy in 3pain 
in which it ‘..as asserted, that Himmler , through his deputy 3ohellcribex8» 
had aade a deal with Herr aJLtbundcspracs pient Husy to obtain right of 
asylua for* 250 "Nasi- leaders" in Switaorloud. This obvious iio all the 
□one aade Hitler iscuo the above order, ood ic had unpleasant results 
for ne personally, altbundcspracsidont Jusy us extremely distressed 
that his undextedeing had been stopped end in iy presence shed tears of 
anger and of- bitter disappo intaent . Du:-.ing hj.s last visit to Berlin wo 

dooided together to aake one final effort. I suggested to Hi-mlcr, ho 
should ask the Western Powers, for a 4-day truce on land and in the air, 
in order i to., uso this tine to conduct all Jews and other foreign 
prisoners in on orderly manner through < he front lines,' and. thus show 
GeruanyIs "good wil^.!’. I brought the lead of the P,o>tf. ’a V: 

adntoistrat'ion, .Obcrgruppcnfuchrer Berger, in' to this project. Borger had 
always laid great store by my opinion and as a result of ay advice and 
his not passing on many, of Hitler *c ordors, had saved tiie lives- of-thouaonch . 
jiltb unduspr ac s idont Husy and I' thought that if such a 4-day truce- ms 
agreed toj as vas to be expected, we would approach the Lillies with the 
offer not through the £rcss etc., but si-.’iously through official channels, 
which, in certain c:ircunstance 3 , might 'j cod beyond the .rescue of those 
people to .discussion of a compromise , wiixch '..ould be to everybody's 
benefit. Hinder did not have the courage to discuss this . patter 
with Hitler. Personally obviously agreeing with the plan, he consulted 
the chief of the "Ceaar ilia" which ‘surrounded Hitler, Kaltenbrunner , 
who then indicated his r of usal bv. saying to :ae: "Have you also become 

on : idiot".:. :• That, was on 3 A/^ 945 • - ’ : . r ■; .r 

-Herr illtb I were qp'eod that there was only one. . . , 4 

thing left .t6-;b.cidbno , to persuade Hinder ‘to givostrict orders, in view, of 
tho rapidly, ’deteriorating military, situation,.; .that; no ; further , N 

concentration- conpsi which could eaipoct - to b‘e overrun,', shodd b c. oyccoatcd. 

Himmler, gave in after a ,lor.g discussion. In^th3j*.il^ ^ : ., >• • 

of Herr Kerstbn^ -who!. by ’ urg-iiig ; of ;Hinnlpr-- fro a tbclStob^in .end., ^tfuit . 'tfciej:,.- 
oseps should -not ibo,. evacuated^' idid auch - to obtain, his , ogrocoont ‘ ; , . . ?. ... ^ 

‘ v . ' '!.a 1 'V.J *■ : ' ' /•; / r * ' ' „ *f-' fe' ‘a., • : y ' . -v ' * ■ ■■ • ' \ - 

7 On 7 / 1 *. I , .o.s able to infom Herr iiltbuxiccsprnosidcn^ beGn •. ■ 

docidod to . do this , and that it ^a/Hriuior 1 3 express ■requost ttot" it' ? 

3libuld be^trans^ttgr ■:* v/ithoiat dclay^o , Goncrol ^ c,V. v ^ : v ; ; : y 

iiltbundc spre.es idont inspito^ "of over 76, 

sene . ni^t , ^ ae tlirce days Dr.tcr, ttot ’&ahin % ^ J ton‘ hto x^cccived" 

the ^raoort >and roactod ’ f o.vourably • *u. to unde spz'ao 3 ideiit ilusy, iiaaediately 

sent the car; back f roa S^tzcrland *.i.th his son to oolloot soric Jews, 

Tjroaiscd hin by-Himmlor himself , -from Baahcp'./ld. . (Bernard Beaberg, •' 
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Bcrnhoiia do Villicra) Muay junior reported to tho Ox i.iundcnt end was badly 
rccoivcd, and au ho saw tho approaching evaluation of iho coop', cane to me 
in Berlin on 10/lj. thoroughly disgusted, 

• X had really believed that Hinaler 1 c original order would bo oarried 
out’ whatever happened. dfter iiisy's disclosure I wont into tho \/holo 
question, although I r^yself had absolutely, nothing to tlo with these 
police natters. )■? I ‘found out that Hiuulcr , tis ‘a 'result of countless 
intrigues , onoc again was completely disc. .-edited' vdth Hitler, end that orders 
had been given through Kaltonbrunner to evnouate all coups again. So far 
the stato of affairs won plain. How I v.ns still uncertain, hov; matter & 
stood in regard to the P.o.W. coops. I cleared this up with Berger, who, 
in contrast to Kaltr.nbrunner., had not paused in tho order for tho fresh 
evacuation of P.o.tf. eonps. I co-jplained of tho '.hole situation in a 
hlit»-tolophone to Himmler, who ’.ms obviously very disconoortcd by 

the extent to vhioh orders "/ore by-pasaing hia, and ho proaised no to aot. 
ui hour lator I spol:e to Dr, Brandt on thin question, end he assured me 
that Himilor was doing everything possible, to ensure that his promise 
that iho camps should not be amotuatod, was kept. It was thanks to 
Hinmler's enorgctic intervention throughout this period, os I may veil say at 
this point, that to at least succeeded :■ 1 getting favourablo orders issued.: 
mr»fl in preventing . the worst effects of Kcltonb runner ' s and others contrary 
orders, thus effectively saving tho lives of countless people. Hinnlor was 
partiauluxly grateful to no for this, viion Herr Kcrstcn-ocnc to visit 
him with Herr Hasur, a ropresont/.tivc of Herr Storch of Stockholm, who 
had tho authorisation of tho Jewish world congress to discuss natters with 
Hinalcr, os otherwiso ho, Hina log, would not have boon able to talk to then, 
at all . 

Since wo net so often dltbundcspraosidont Mu sy and I wero on 

intinato terns. T7c understood each other ’.Toll, Ha told no much out 

of his rich political experience, while I took the opportunity in return, 
of explaining to bin the burdensome - carer X had in ny position. His 
great understanding ohdo it -easy for ne to oonfide in him all the diff i cul t ! oq 
of the situation, in the hopo that, togethor, iro night avoid’ as nany of 
them -os possible. - - He cnoe oado the suggestion that whatever happened 
'Harriot should bo freed, a gesture which' vsuld do- a resl service to 
Prance, while it would show that X had tho politi ca l situation at ny 
fingertips. dltbundosprac s idcht Musy *ms prepared to intervene 

in Xpndon, so important did ho consider the question. X discussed tho 
matter with Hinnlcr, who sharply turned it down, obviously after t akin g 
KoltenbrunhOr 1 o advice. 

dll this, tine various othor Swiss frionds wero continuously 
requesting that the former Minister, Bunaud, bo froed, but nothing cons, 
of it,' bocauso of Krltonbrunncir 's opposition. . I tried at loast to. have 
the relatives of General Giraud sent to one of uy Swiss friends, who 
oouldpass than on their- way, but all various attonpts. to do,..so -failed. 

^ix ‘weeks of sysiooatio pressure, on r Hinci l e r to. , ; < 
got'.-hin to give no permission ~to froo' then, .against tho *<ishea?of 

nnd ~ Moolis;'; VI' had naj^y.diff&ultics'fo oyercoao >in 
gotthsgijtoe;^ nado t fittingly pqtroi, oars j- . cto.i r - ^y r , i 

oollciboratcr!d ; %^joh :^“'heiped' : 'nO' bonsidoxably-in this ; fitat ter , ani also - 
personally .saw 'then sot across lihtcf Switzer l a nd .' . ' . General'- Giraud sent-- y 
-mo d pcrsoDoi ; lottpr of thanks ', but unfortunately tiiis is no longer in 
ny jwssossioh, f ' 4r 

. i .To round off the coroploto picture, tho- following Aill' fe nnins to 
be naationod. '■ • 

Through several Swiss friends I was in contact 7/ith.' the Prosidcnt 
of the International Hod Cross, Professor Dr. Burkhordt. Hb, also, 
v/ nn obviously striving to nake Go many adopt a generous attitude on 
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the question >f political prisoner: . , particularly thoso of iVonch f» nd 
Polish nationality, -.a \xllaa on the Jc./ioh question . Ho t)ld a 
oertain Goman friend of his in mid-March, tint he considered it ’.rould . 
be a good thing, if he could noct Himmler once.- I worked on Himler for 
seVoral days to got him to writo to Fro " . £urklv.rdt and eurgost a dato 
for nesting. KLmlcr kept putting off ;iving a definite decision, 
then discussed it vith Kcltoribrunnor an got hia to ask Hitler, if he - 
Htanle:’ - night meet Prof Burkhardt. .iitPer refused tills catogor ioalJ y . 
5br tactical reasons 7. suggested to Himler that ho should authorize 
Kaltonbrunnor or qyself to aot, Himmler decided on Kaltonbrunnor, in 
ordor thus to. cover hinoelf v/itli Hitler. iCa.ltcnbrunnor infomod ne of 
thin decision end instructed oo to prepart a letter to bo sent to 
Brbsident Burkhardt. This I did, Kaltonbrunnor covered himself, on 
Htami or'n prders, by informing Bibbentrop. Kal tonbrunner 1 a and Hir-uleri 

plan ./as that, if the meeting should beoa::u public knovlodge through the 
.■r*esa, they could It oil Hitler, that it vac Ribbontrop who v.ua rosponsiblo 
fez tho visit, ire c idea t .Burthardt , reaoted favourably to the lotto?. 

1 disoussion vas hold between President Burkhardt and Kaltonbrunnor , for 
vhioh I prepared all the .sate ialfton the Go roan sidu. Resident 
Burkhardt v/ao obviously very pleased vith the outoooe of the conversation 
an it meant for him the boginning of the International Bed Cross's at 
last taking a decisive hand in the many pending questions concerning 
political priaonors, as \/ell as Ps.o.H. He confirmed the 
conversation in- a long letter and made concrete suggestions on the 
prpoeduro to bo adopted, oocording to category and urgency, in the 
exchange of prisoners of all nations. Td.cn shown this letter, 
Kaltenbrunncr declared that it '..as far too concretely formulated. It 
.was a particularly skillful, legally dr -..jir-up letter, whose individual 
proposals he could not fulfill at all. VL declared himself only 
prepared, in order tar oavo appearances, >- allow the International Bed 
Cross, vith Himmler's permission, to take a Largish lumber of Erench 
women from Br.vensbrucck. Kaltenb runner kept me in general from having 

anything to do' with putting this through, in order to prevent me continue.' 
ually pressing for on answer to Burkhardt 1 s letter*. I again drew 
Himnlor 'a attention to thij matter, ‘and jointed out how Professor 
Burkhardt must lose confidence in us if His letter '/ere not r, plied to, 
and delaying tactics used etc. Himler could not be moved to take the 
matter energetically in hand. I could only fob my friends in Switzerland 
off with what news I hod, os from then on any further mucus of contact 
ms closed to, me. Thus t£xa attempt, too, to solve these humanitarian 
problems on this basis, was destroyed. 

One final important point that needs to bo stressed is that of qy 
work togethor with Count Bernadette, particularly on the Jewish question. 
Notwithstanding that tho Count's mission \/us in connection v/ith the 
.TmzH and- Nor.TOgicn question, a very delicate one, the Count- hoc'.' . * 
intervened in .the Jewish question during his conversations, and hod’ 
drawn attention to the importance of improving the situation of tho 
Jewish inmates of the camp. Count -Bernodotto had skillfully managed 

to ‘get tho - Banish Je\c out . With the backing of the Count '.a authority 

I was' able -to insist on an alleviation of- tho treatment of the Jevra. 

D-iring his nejpei.ritinn* with- KisiaXor, the Count bad alwava ecohasizcd, 
and- requested^ .that the - J cwa should receive better treatment., ; JE6jro, 
too., vc tried .Vo'- achieve a complete- ■settlement.'’ The disoussion.-between 
thd Count ond -Hisulcr at the end of March and tho beginning, of xpril 
1945 was of particular significance . ; xftor a dotailed oonversation • 
Eirmler ; promised the Count that on -the a prooch of . the allies the • ? 
cenps wore not to be evacuated, and \voul_ bo handed over to the latter 
in-'good -'order, in pbxtioulor Bcrgcn Belson, Buchcnmld and . . - . . 

Theresipnstadt, us also the ccnps situated. in Southern Germany.. 

Hiis oonversation brought the seesaw, of . controversy to. on end and 
enabled me thereafter • to point out to Himler, that he had made a. 
proclise to the C.ount and this must be.k<r"t. Even if it was not 
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possible to save all tho imr.tos, a large ixurt of thou \roro saved, 
which I was only aisle to achieve, because I was always able to fall 
back upon the prouit givon to tho Count. 

On 21/lj. I vus ot last able to sot In .notion tho release of the 
Jewish and other wnen from Havcnsbruck, thanks to the last disousaion 
betr./uon the Count and Hiualer. Himlor ynvp.uie.'tfull dsnestia powers 
to act tap I thought the cirourastanoos doa-nuiif; • 

I took all thc .o oxrunplca to oxp.nn . to Himmler again anil again 
the ocqplete oonfuaion of tho situation, and warned hiu that for hio • . 
hesitant attitude am obvious blindness he *.K-uld one day bo hold 
responsible bofsro history for having endangered tho whole biological 
substance of the Genian pooplo. In our -any disoussions ho always 
countered this by .laying that he bad built up the Order of tho SS oh the 
principle of loyalty, and that he was not in a position to break this 
principle, a3 otherwise ho would destroy his u’.ai principle. I explained 
in long discourcos. that tho Order of t'e SS, measured against tho 
life of a nation was only a snail scctico, and that the whole Goman 
people, af tor. its inhuaan sufferings oxpootcdafc lust a rational aot of 
deliverance, and in faot saw him as tho man who, sc- far, collected no 
riohes for hinaelf . The answer was always the sane: "So you arc 

demanding that I should aot aside the fuehrer", There were tines '..hen 
the answer 'could not bo "loc", as othor./iso I ran tlio risk of being se« 
aside v.iyself, especially as the influence of Gruppenfuchrer Ibgcloin, 
Kaltenbrunncr , Obcrstumbazuxfuchrcr SK0E2ENY and oo. was often still -too 
powerful, particularly in view of their right of direct reference to 
Hitler - Frau Pogolein is tho sinter of Eva laraun, Hitler's friend. 
Kaltcribrurmor and Skorseny vx-rc friond3 cf both v.ouon. • - 

Hinaler often, spoke during these conversations of Hitler's 
deteriorating health. To ay retort, hov was it then, that he still 
had so nuch inf luoncc ^ HSnmlor replied, tliat his enorgy '..as undiminishod; 

the completely unnatural life he lead,- turning night into day and 
sleeping at most 3 - 4 hours, his continuous activity and constant 
outburst's of fury, completely exhausted hie entourage and created on 
unbearable a too sphere, ‘ I often suggested that perhaps the atteapt of. 
July 20th hod, after all, injured Hitler's health, particularly his head. 

Hinnior thought this possible. Ho tae;v*ionod, above all, the constant 
stoop, the pale visago and the sovore trembling of his left ara and tio 
operation on Hitlar 1 n oar '.jhich took place in IToveriber , obviously as 
the result of the oonoussion of the brai." ho had received. vts spent .. 
oight days in bed in November. 

As a result of this, I spoke at tho beginning pf npril to my friend 
the Director of the lfhysch. Dept, of th Charito, Prof, do Crinis. 

I brought up tiw .ntter of Hitler's hoa. th, whereupon ho spontaneously 
answered: ".I ac of . the opinion, that H.'. f lor's oouplotely crippled 

novenonts, which I. observed in pictures on tho Hows, are the visible 
signs of Eorkinson'c disease." I arranged a mooting between Hinnler 
n pr> de Crinis.- Hinnler brought along Hoi jhsgoouridhoitsfuohr.Ci 
( xceicns iuuu/Gn xoaacr/ voircx vo vub ... muiuu j.ju»bwiou «« 

thoir statoaents, asds Crinis later' inforuod me, with great interest 
Gnd considerable undurs tending, •' , ... 

15th xorll 19iu5 

Several days later, on 13/^f, Hinnlox had. tic cana to ooo hin at 
HUstrow, where wo walked in tho woods end he said to ae: "Scholloriborg, 

I believe nothing uoro con bo done with Hitler. Do you think, de Cr in i s 
is right?". I answered} "Yos, .It's trv.o I have not soon Hitlor for 
over t.vo years , but f rtxa on I have seen of his aot ions recently , inclines 
me to 'iiink, that the last uoaent for you to act has now cone." 



- 15 - 



I took thin opportunity of pointing out to hia the nouossity of a 
radical solution of tho Jewish question, as he had prominud Altbundes— 
praosident Musy in Soptanbor, We mentioned Hurr Kora ton, and the 
possibility of his ooming with Horr Storoh to '^oraany in the. next few 
days to disouss the Jewish problem with rliixiler personally. As tho 
visit had alror.dy boon suggested, v/hilo Hianlcr was still unable to 
bring himself to give a definite answer, i explained to him, that both 
out of regard for Herr Kerston, as for th~ Lasio oonsiderations, the date 
of the visit .could not be put off any longer. filmier folt hew •• i' 
fundamental a step such a one ting with Herr Storoh, later rfnaur, 
would bo, how it would oonstituto an not, that must have frightful 
consequences for hin during Hitler's lifolinc, as well in regard to 
Starty colleagues, as also for tho Jews* Tills wus one of tho reasons 
for his- constant vaoill-.tion. I cnoour sod hin in ovory way, to avail 
himself of the discussion, perhaps only, oocj.usu I felt that this * 
discussion might one day be of synbolio iaportanoe • Himmler said: .yes, 
he was prepared to do this, but if Kalteuhrunncr should 'discover it, it 
would be almost impossible to carry it out, as he would then be cociplotojr 
dependant an Kaltchbrunnor who could report it to Hitlor at any tine. 

X suggested to Hinaler, that as Ealtchbr>suior had olroady had hinself 
sent by Hitlor to tho Ostmark, this shouxd bo repeated on seine pretext 
or other and the mooting with Storch couml then toko plane at H err 
Kara ten's estate. 

Himmler was in groat uerrtal distress. hVcn openly ho had boon 
oloost eoqplotely thrown over by the Fuehrer - Hitler had ordered, at 
Fbgeloln's suggestion, the Loibstandnrte "Adolf Hitler" to take, off thoir ■ 
armbands as a d flooring punishment - He said that I was the only one 

besides, perhaps, tondnrtonfuehrer Dr. Brandt, that he oould 
completely trust. What should ho do? ' He oould not kill Hitler, 
oould not' poison him, or arrest hin in tho Ghanocllxy, as tho whole 
nilitoiy* ahehino would then cone to a standstill. I explained that all 
this was ' of'iao in ortanco, ho hod only two possibilities, either to go 
to Hitler add openly inform hin of all- that that had happened during tho 
last years' and persuade him to resign. ' Hi-mlor rotorted, that would bo 
completely impossible. Hitler would got into one of his rages, and shoot 
hin out of hand. I replied: "Therefore one aunt protoot oneself from 

this.' Tou have enough high SS-loader3, -.4»o wro in a position to prepare 
and carry out such surprise arrests, and if there's no other was, the 
doctors oust intervene." Our walk las tec 1 hours.' Hi nler was 

upablo to roach any decision, but wished do bring together Prof . do. 

Or inis. Prof. Moroll, Hitler's physician. Ur. Stixipf egger , the 
second Dr . - an SS-Iliuhrcr and Ajrncnn. 

I asked Rrof es3or dc Crinis about t :o result two thys later , he sold 
with disappointment, that he had discussal the symptoms of the probable 
Parkinson's disease particularly witli Dr. Stuapf egger . Dr. Stumpfoggcr 

had not boon, of the same opinion, but had had to adult many of his 
arguments. ' They had agreed on oortain soilicinos. hall tho: 

proparodin. his clinic.- It. Stiajpf cg'gc •: had, howeVor, not aent for thorn. 
Dr. Stuupfcgger had; also wanted toget r ;dioinos, .so it was quite possible 
that Dr". Stuqpfoggor would never collect tho medicines fron his clinic. . 

I informed Himler of this, who urgently begged uc nevor to say a. word 
about those rauiiaro. • ■ ' * 

Another thing I pointed out to Htenlor woe the s'onaeles 3 ness of the , 
\fehrTrolf’org!mihntl-in, which would ohly land the German people in more 
suffering^ ; This organis:.tion would ripen the floodgates of crime, sh 
eveay or imindl would claim it T/as a national duty, • Added to tills 
wo3 the irresponsible way in which these things were emphasized by ' 
Germany, it was evon. announced over the Doutschlandsendor and . 
the ^a^o-Convent ion was thus voluntarily renounced. X closed qy . 
speech wdth the words: . "Criminal and stupid." Himmler was obviously 

. . c ‘“i i 
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r.o wooriod by thia battle of wills v/ith w, btuvt after a passionate 
outburst, without laying any attention i\* what I had said, he replied, 
"I ouat consider, whether I can dp anyth .n," at all to clour the natter 
up". 



In the days following 13 A* ** the date of our v/tilk in tho woods - 
all tho things.I had been watching for months, and, over ‘.vhioh I had so 
often struggled Himmler, begun to novo w^^ruathless speed. 

Through a trustworthy oolleaguo from my office - Obstlt, von Eewitn - 
I got in touch with Reichsf inanssninistor Graf Sohi.crin von Krosigk 
during the first weeks of hpril. Wo had r-uvcral conversations together 
and agreed that the \rax )ught to bo brought to a speedy end, in order to 
save as auuh as possible of the biological substance of Germany. 

Since I was able to -spook openly on these matters with Hinalor at this 
tine , but von Krosigk wes not , as Himmler had quarrelled with earlier in 
the yoar, I brought the two together for «. di3ous3ion in the afternoon of 

19A. 

19th April 1945. 

I lunched befor ehand with Himmler, Bjrge-r, Oborsturubannfuehrer 
Grothaann, and. Dr. Brandt-. Hiaejor was very nervous. Berger 
attempted to guide the conversation round to the subject of Begelein's 
failure and the general seriousness of rae situation and Hitler's 
reaotion to it. Hiaulor checked this and took tho '.rind out of Berger's 
sails by saying, that, such and suoh a Lituutic-r. existed, he knew very 
well, the only important, thing was how this could be altered, and obvious 2jr 
he, Berger, had nothing new to say about that. Berger was put out,, and . 
only managed to nuke disconnected general conversation. Grothnann also 
had a slight passage .of arms with ffimnlo •, because he pointed out, as was 
his v duty, that tho Walloon Division uni .r Dogrelle was no longer very . 
reliable. Obergrupponfuehrer Steiner lad brought this to his notice. • • 
Himnler worked himself up over Steiner and gevc various instructions, 
which Grothaann,. rightly .defending Steiner, in this case, misunderstood, 
and the whole thing resolved itself into a lengthy discussion between' 
thorn. -Hijolor was by than so jumpy 'that he ended by asking me, what 
he wanted to meet von Krosigk for; the meeting almost did not take 
place. 

Reiohsarbcitsministcr Scldte wus prosent, as well as Reichs- 
finananinistgr Gvxt Schv/fcrih von Krosigk. Von Kroaigk and Himmler 
talked together alone, uhilst X and Scldtj also ’./ithdrew 4o talk things 
over. Seldtc was of the opinion, that Hitnler should tako over the stab 
powers, force Hitler on his birthday to broadcast a manifesto to the 
Gorman people stating that a general election would bo hold, a second 
Barty formed and the People's Courts dissolved, Soldtu discoursed' for 
over two hours on t. is 'subject and then started, asking me, what chances 
I thought a dofence of the alpine area wr-uld have. • To this I answered, 
that I saw absolutely no hope from tho military point of view, but that 
it was only by seme last, quick political action that anything, in the 
circumstances, could be achieved. In tl.e meantime the conversation 
between von Krosigk ana Himmler had finished. I then spoke to von 
Krosigk, who was very pleased with his discussion with Hinralcr, 
although we both knov that it was all far too late and that thermo '»°.s 
no longer any hope of succoss. ^JLl the some we kept to our original 
plan. ' 

Wo then talked of Reichspraesident von Mndcnburg and several of 
von Krosigk’ s exporionooswdthhiD,cf Hitler, Ribbentrop.' s failuru, eb*P« 

Von Krosigk urged me to go on inf luonci Himmler to risk the deci3i\ vc 

step with hitler or without - Von Krosi- k, I believe, wrote a letter 
to Hini lor the next day, in which ho reminded hiin again of their 
discussion,- and urged hi.i to tako decisive action, as he was nnsworablo 
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to the entire Go-tun people,. ' I asked von *>:oa:U;.k if he had informed the 
Rcichcfuehrcr of all the plans v/c had di- uj;.. vl. 11; vdl tlv. t he had, 
and had laid pcrticular caplins i3 on th« * 

os xns drove from ICroslgk's heme to bhoiilyohoii Himmler thanked mo 
for arranging the discuss ion with von KROSKT.. 1 told Himmler, that in 
my opinion, von ICro3iglc, as I had known fc * r. lui,'-; time, *,vn« the only 
person in Germany he could make Foreign iiiu: i/Lov, 

Backafc BdfcnfcTuhon. the military report /.•:.vc. a very depressing picture, 
I urgently counselled Himmler not to travel to Berlin the next day fox 
Hitler's birthday. Ho did not, however, •• emit 'doing sc. 

, Meanwhile Higgler , in ay presence, repeatedly telephoned to Fogolein'at 
the Reichs Ghanoellr.'- , on military matters, also the report corao in that 
Harr Keruton and Birr Masur had arrived at Toapelhof airfield and had loft 
for Harfcsunlde. ,i*n Ctount Bernadotte m.; also expected in Berlin at this 
time, and there v*X3 dvnger that the two meetings would overlap with the 
military situation s-' difficult, Himmler -d me to drive to Herr Kersten 
that night and begin Lha first preliminary- talks with Herr Kasur and fix-, 
a meeting for him with Hiuoler in Hartzv/aDclo at a time I considered 
suitable. 

lifter supper, which vt had all together, at Ibhenlychen, and at which 
there was also Gebbhnrd, whom I complete! v detest as a person, an a Doctor 
I should not like to judge, I intentional :.y brought up the question of 
sending Berger to South Germany, in ordei once again to emphasize the 
importance of our action. I thought of Burpor an a foil to 
Halt onb runner in the Southern area, aa I -rapi-toly . He trusted 
Kaltcribrunner in every- respect, and did new know if oven my family -would 
be safe frou.hin. i*a far as I -..as eoncerr:\v., ik,r»y,r would only 'bn. there 
to keep me 3afc, Interestingly enough, Fuaulor did not agroe, but 
dmediately started talking about KaltonT unncr f >/hou li« now tried to make 
out as a politically \ti Lso and far-sewing nd very judicious men. I'lrora 
the coldness of my reaction ho was able, ^s always, to s>>o my attitude, 
however, it seoaed that ay obvious disagreement only mado him hold forth 
the more about Iiiltenbrunner ' s alleged services in the old days. 

Gcbbharc know nothing of my approaching journey to Kartsvulde, so I used 
his ignorance, which had to bo maintained for reasons of secrecy, to put 
an end to this disoussion of "Kaltcribrunner " , by hintini; that my further 
work of this night could scarooly be reconciled with Kaltonbrunncr ' a 
'political cleverness ' . Hintilcr stopped, finally and the subject vao 
changed. 

Shortly before twelve I took ray leave , as Hinnlcr had ordered 
another bottle of champagne - contrary to his usual practice - in order 
to drink to Hitler's birthday at midnight. ’fc vent out of our way, 
because wt tried sever: J. short-cuts along country l&nos, end, finally just 
before Hartrr/aldc \rc -./ere held up by aircr:J‘t obviously coming back from 
Berlin, which dropned flares. Yfe or rived at Gut Uary.vrildc about C230. 
Everyone yras already fast asleep. 
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